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DO  YOU  KNOW? 


By 

Carrie  Chapman  Catt 


DO  YOU  KNOW  that  the  question  of 
votes  for  women  is  one  which  is  command- 
ing the  attention  of  the  whole  civiHzed 
world ;  that  woman  suffrage  organizations 
of  representative  men  and  women  exist  in 
twenty-two  different  countries ;  that  in  this 
country  alone  there  are  no  less  than  1,000 
woman  suffrage  organizations ;  that  there  is 
an  International  Men's  League  for  Woman 
Suffrage  and  numbers  of  local  men's 
leagues ;  that  the  number  of  women  who 
are  asking  for  the  vote  in  this  country  is 
larger  than  the  number  of  men  who  have 
ever  asked  for  anything  in  its  entire  history ; 
that  more  and  larger  petitions  asking  for 
votes  for  women  have  been  sent  to  legis- 
lative bodies  than  for  any  other  one  meas- 
ure; that  during  1911  the  press  of  this  coun- 
try gave  more  space  to  woman  suffrage  than 
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to  any  other  one  public  question ;  that  there 
are  in  this  country  no  less  than  nine  peri- 
odical publications  devoted  exclusively  to 
winning  votes  for  women? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  the  women  of 
New  Zealand  and  the  women  of  Australia 
possess  all  the  political  rights  accorded  to 
men? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  the  women  of 
Finland  vote  in  all  elections  upon  the  same 
terms  as  men,  and  that  since  their  enfran- 
chisement in  1906,  from  sixteen  to  twenty- 
five  have  been  elected  to  the  different  Par- 
liaments ? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  in  Norway  all 
women  have  the  municipal  franchise  and 
tax-paying  women  the  full  Parliamentary 
vote,  and  that  the  last  small  political  dis- 
ability will  probably  be  wiped  out  this  year 
(1912)  ;  that  in  1910,  one  woman  sat  in  the 
Norwegian  Parliament  and  222  women 
were  elected  members  and  alternates  to 
city  councils? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  the  women  of 
Iceland  have  the  municipal  franchise 
equally  with  men,  that  since  1902  one- 
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fourth  of  the  members  of  the  council  of  the 
capital  city  have  been  women,  that  in  1911 
a  bill  giving  the  full  franchise  to  women 
on  the  same  terms  as  men  passed  the 
Icelandic  Parliament  and  that  this  will  un- 
doubtedly pass  a  second  time  at  the  next 
Parliament  so  that  Icelandic  women  will  be 
voting  equally  with  men  in  1913? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  unmarried  wo- 
men who  pay  taxes  have  had  the  munici- 
pal franchise  in  Sweden  since  1862,  that 
all  women  who  pay  taxes  now  have  the 
municipal  franchise,  that  in  1909  a  bill  to 
extend  the  full  franchise  to  all  women 
passed  the  Second  Chamber  of  the  Swed- 
ish Parliament  without  a  dissenting  voice 
and  that  early  in  the  present  year  (1912) 
both  the  King  and  the  Premier  announced 
that  a  full  woman  suffrage  bill  would  be 
introduced  into  this  session  and  pushed 
with  all  the  facilities  of  the  government, 
so  that  almost  undoubtedly  Swedish  wo- 
men will  be  voting  on  the  same  terms  as 
men  in  1913? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  the  women  of 
Denmark  vote  in  all  municipal  elections 
upon  the  same  terms  as  men,  that  ever 

3 


since  the  right  was  extended  to  them  in 
1908  women  have  been  sitting  in  the  city 
councils,  and  that  a  bill  giving  them  full 
suffrage  has  passed  the  Lower  House  of 
the  Danish  Parliament  and  will,  according 
to  all  indications,  pass  the  Upper  House 
in  the  near  future? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  in  England, 
Ireland,  Scotland  and  Wales  women  vote 
in  all  elections  except  for  members  of  Par- 
liament; that  in  England  women  are 
eligible  and  have  been  elected  to  office  as 
mayors  and  members  of  city  and  county 
councils ;  that  in  Ireland  and  Scotland 
they  are  eligible  to  city  and  county  coun- 
cils; and  that  on  the  Isle  of  Man  women 
who  pay  rent  or  taxes  have  the  full 
suffrage  ? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  in  all  the  prov- 
inces of  Canada  unmarried  women  who 
must  pay  taxes — and  in  some,  married 
women  as  well — have  had  some  form  of 
school  or  municipal  franchise  for  twenty 
years  ? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  a  committee  of 
the  Commission  on  Universal  Suffrage  of 
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the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies  in  1910 
made  a  report  recommending  the  extension 
of  the  full  franchise  to  women  as  rapidly 
as  might  be  deemed  feasible  and  asking 
that  the  municipal  franchise  be  granted  im- 
mediately ? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  the  Spanish 
Parliament  has  proposed  to  give  to  women 
heads  of  families  in  the  villages  a  vote  for 
mayor  and  city  council,  that  the  new  con- 
stitution of  Siam  gives  women  the  munici- 
pal vote,  that  a  bill  to  give  suffrage  to 
women  was,  in  1911,  introduced  into  the 
Persian  Parliament,  that  the  Chinese  revo- 
lutionaries incorporated  a  woman  suffrage 
plank  in  their  platform,  that  there  is  not 
a  civilized  country  in  the  world  where  the 
question  of  votes  for  women  is  not  receiv- 
ing some  measure  of  governmental  atten- 
tion? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  in  our  own 
country  women  have  been  voting  on  the 
same  terms  as  men  in  Wyoming  since  1869, 
in  Colorado  since  1893,  in  Utah  and  Idaho 
since  1896;  that  in  1910  the  state  of  Wash- 
ington voted  three  to  one  to  extend  the  full 
suffrage  to  women;  that  in  1911,  California 
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doubled  the  number  of  voting  women  in 
this  country  by  giving  the  full  suffrage  to 
more  than  half  a  million  women  citizens? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  wherever  wom- 
en have  got  the  vote  they  have  used 
it  in  large  numbers — larger,  frequently, 
than  the  men  of  the  same  city,  state  or 
country;  that  in  the  first  election  after  the 
New  Zealand  women  were  given  the  fran- 
chise, seventy-eight  per  cent  of  the  women 
voted  as  opposed  to  sixty-nine  per  cent  of 
the  men,  while  in  subsequent  elections  the 
proportion  of  both  men  and  women  voting 
steadily  rose  until  now  it  is  about  eighty  per 
cent  of  the  qualified  persons  of  both  sexes ; 
that  in  the  equal  suffrage  states  of  our  own 
country  from  seventy  per  cent  to  eighty-five 
per  cent  of  the  women  vote,  whereas  in  most 
states  of  the  Union  only  sixty  per  cent  to 
sixty-five  per  cent  of  the  qualified  men  vot- 
ers actually  cast  their  ballots;  that  in  some 
of  the  equal  suffrage  states  almost  half 
the  vote  is  cast  by  women  although  they 
do  not  nearly  constitute  half  the  popula- 
tion; that  in  the  first  elections  after  the 
Washington  women  were  enfranchised, 
women's  votes  secured  the  recall  of  corrupt 
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city  governments  in  Seattle  and  Tacoma ; 
that  in  the  first  election  after  the  women  of 
California  were  enfranchised,  taking  place 
in  Los  Angeles  in  1911,  ninety-five  per 
cent  of  the  women  voted,  outnumbering  the 
men  voters  in  almost  every  ward. 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  large  numbers  of  men  are  utterly  in- 
different to  their  rights  as  voters ;  that  in 
the  presidential  election  of  1908  the  total 
vote  cast  was  only  14,888,442  while  the 
number  of  men  eligible  to  vote  was  fully 
22,000,000;  that  in  the  presidential  election 
of  1904  the  total  vote  was  only  13,961,560 
while  the  total  number  of  men  eligible  to 
vote  was  21,000,000? 

DO  YOU  KNOW,  moreover,  that  in 
every  state  and  country  where  the  fran- 
chise has  been  extended  to  women,  the 
vote  of  the  men  has  steadily  risen;  that, 
for  instance,  in  the  first  municipal  elec- 
tions in  which  women  voted,  taking  place 
in  1901,  only  45  per  cent  of  the  eligible 
men  voted,  whereas  in  1904,  50  per  cent, 
and  in  1910,  54  per  cent  of  the  men  eligi- 
ble voted;  that  in  Australia  in  the  first 
elections  in  which  women  voted,  taking 
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place  in  1903,  53  per  cent  of  the  men  eligi- 
ble cast  their  ballots,  whereas,  in  1906, 
56  per  cent,  and  in  190 1,  67  per  cent  cast 
their  ballots;  and  that  in  our  own  coun- 
try the  vote  of  the  men  is  larger  in  the 
equal  suffrage  states  than  in  most  of 
those  in  which  women  are  unenfran- 
chised ? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  extending  the 
franchise  to  women  actually  increases  the 
proportion  of  intelligent  voters;  that  there 
is  now  and  has  been  for  years,  according 
to  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Edu- 
cation, one-third  more  girls  in  the  high 
schools  of  the  country  than  boys ;  and  that, 
according  to  the  last  census,  the  illiterate 
men  of  the  country  greatly  outnumber 
the  illiterate  women? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  extending  the 
suffrage  to  women  increases  the  moral  vote ; 
that  in  all  states  and  countries  that  have 
adopted  equal  suffrage  the  vote  of  the  dis- 
reputable women  is  practically  negligible, 
the  slum  wards  of  cities  invariably  having 
the  lightest  woman  vote  and  the  respectable 
residence  wards  the  heaviest;  that  only  one 
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out  of  every  twenty  criminals  are  women; 
that  women  constitute  a  minority  of  drunk- 
ards and  petty  misdeme?mants ;  that  for 
every  prostitute  there  are  at  least  two  men 
responsible  for  her  immorality;  that  in  all 
the  factors  that  tend  to  handicap  the  prog- 
ress of  society,  women  form  a  minority, 
whereas  in  churches,  schools  and  all  or- 
ganizations working  for  the  uplift  of  hu- 
manity, women  are  a  majority? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  extending  the 
suffrage  to  women  increases  the  number 
of  native-born  voters;  that  for  every  one 
hundred  foreign  white  women  immigrants 
coming  to  this  country  there  are  129  men, 
while  among  Asiatic  immigrants  the  men 
outnumber  the  women  two  to  one,  accord- 
ing to  the  figures  of  the  census  of  1910? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  there  are  in  the 
United  States  about  8,000,000  women  in 
gainful  occupations  outside  the  home  who 
need  the  protection  of  the  ballot  to  regulate 
the  conditions  under  which  they  must  labor ; 
and  that  the  efforts  of  working  women  to 
regulate  these  conditions  without  the  ballot 
have  been  practically  unavailing? 
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DO  YOU  KNOW  that  the  laws  of 
many  states  discriminate  unjustly  against 
women ;  that,  for  instance,  in  only  sixteen 
is  a  mother  equal  guardian  with  the  father 
over  her  own  children;  that  for  fifty-five 
years  the  women  of  Massachusetts  worked 
for  an  equal  guardianship  law  and  then  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  it  only  when  a  dreadful 
tragedy  had  shocked  the  public  into  a  real- 
ization of  the  injustice  of  the  old  law, 
whereas  in  Colorado  women  had  themselves 
made  equal  guardians  with  the  fathers  over 
their  children  in  the  very  next  year  follow- 
ing their  enfranchisement? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  wherever  wo- 
men, the  traditional  housekeepers  of  the 
world,  have  been  given  a  voice  in  the  gov- 
ernment, public  housekeeping  has  been  ma- 
terially improved  by  an  increased  attention 
to  questions  of  pure  food,  pure  water 
supply,  sanitation,  housing,  public  health 
and  morals,  child  welfare  and  education? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  the  movement 
for  woman  suffrage  is  just  a  part  of  the 
eternal  forward  march  of  the  human  race 
toward  a  complete  democracy;  that  in  the 
American  colonies  only  a  very  small  pro- 
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portion  of  the  men  could  vote;  that  even 
after  the  revolution  only  property-holders 
could  vote ;  that  it  was  only  by  slow  and 
hard-fought  stages  that  all  men  finally  won 
the  right  to  vote ;  and  that  in  most  foreign 
countries  the  franchise  for  men  is  still 
heavily  loaded  with  restrictions? 

DO  YOU  KNOW  that  the  legislatures 
of  some  of  the  suffrage  states,  the  Aus- 
tralian Parliament,  and  numbers  of  the 
most  representative  people,  both  men 
and  women,  in  all  the  suffrage  states  and 
countries  have  testified  time  and  again  in 
print  and  over  their  own  signatures,  that 
woman  sufYrage  has  brought  none  of  the 
evils  which  its  opponents  fear,  but  has,  in- 
stead, been  productive  of  much  positive 
good;  that  it  has  enlarged  the  outlook  of 
women,  increased  their  intelligence  and 
self-reliance,  rendered  homes  happier, 
ennobled  men  and  dignified  politics ;  that  in 
all  the  places  where  women  vote,  the  oppo- 
nents, thus  far,  have  not  been  able  to  find  a 
dozen  respectable  men  to  assert,  over  their 
own  names  and  addresses,  that  it  has  had 
any  bad  results;  that  more  than  five  hun- 
dred organizations — state,  national  and  in- 
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ternational  other  than  woman  suffrage  as- 
sociations, aggregating  approximately  a 
membership  of  over  36,000,000,  have  offici- 
ally endoresd  woman  suffrage  since  its  pres- 
ent remarkable  advance  in  1904. 

DO  YOU  KNOW  one  single  sound, 
logical  reason  why  the  intelligence  and  in- 
dividuality of  women  should  not  entitle 
them  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  self- 
government  ? 
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